
Web technology on eComstation 

LAMP ? WAMP ? AMPOS2 !

The same way as LAMP and WAMP is often used, there is OS2/eComstation project known as 
AMPOS2, representing the base web technology in the world of OS2/eComstation.

There are 2 versions of AMPOS2.
1. Apache 1.3 based version – in form of Warpin archive (.WPI)
2. Apache 2.x based version - manual install/copy of packages made by Paul Smedley

Both versions can be found on Warpstock 2006 CZ DVD disk or on their respective homepages.

Using version 2.2.x based installation

– get distributed version of Apache, MySql and PHP in ZIP format
– unzip to local disk with long names support. In this example document the c:\programs folder is 

used for binary files and c:\home\eL\www as document_root, where WWW pages and PHP 
scripts are stored.

– copy prepared configuration files to their correct locations and review any changes. The 
prepared Warpstock 2006 CZ files are setuped to reflect needed settings for Joomla! CMS. I 
suppose this can hold any other php dynamic scripts as well.

Settings in brief summary:
– php save_mode = Off
– php memory_limit = 32MB
– php register_globals = Off
– php display_errors = On
– php magic_quotes_gpc = Off
– mysql and GD extensions = On
– MySql data folder = c:\programs\mysql\data

file:///c:/programs


Correct place for each INI files:
– PHP.INI – C:\MPTN\ETC (fixed and can not be changed ?)
– MY.INI – install folder of MySql (c:\programs\mysql)
– HTTPD.CONF – install folder of Apache2/conf (c:\programs\apache2\conf)

– setup paths in Apache2 and MySql  startup.cmd scripts.
– copy modphp5.dll file from MySql\apache folder into Apache2\modules folder so Apache and 

php can access mysql functions.
– modify PATH to include direction to php install folder (c:\programs\php5)
– restart workstation
– run MySql and Apache2 
– run web browser and try to connect to http://localhost. 
– test php function by using test.php script using http://localhost/test.php 

---------- TEST.PHP code: --------------
<?
phpinfo();
?>
---------------------------------------------

The php output should look like this:

So, AMPOS2 is working just now, we can continue to install some dynamic web application. As an 
example, the CMS Joomla! is used.

http://localhost/test.php
http://localhost/


List of resources and web links:

OS2 port – Paul Smedley – binary distro of PHP,
 MySql, Apache smedley.info/os2ports
AMPOS2 1.3 – the wpi distro www.ampos2.de
Apache Software Foundation www.apache.org 
The PHP Group www.php.net 
MySql  AB www.mysql.com 

http://www.mysql.com/
http://smedley.info/os2ports/
http://www.php.net/
http://smedley.info/os2ports/
http://www.apache.org/
http://smedley.info/os2ports/
http://www.ampos2.de/
http://smedley.info/os2ports/
http://smedley.info/os2ports/


Installation of Joomla! CMS

Joomla! is one of the most powerful Open Source Content 
Management Systems. It is used all over the world for everything 
from simple websites to complex corporate applications. Joomla! 
is easy to install, simple to manage, and reliable. 

It is free software released under the GPL license. 

Out of the box, Joomla! does a great job of managing the content needed to make your website sing. 
But for many people, the true power of Joomla! lies in the application framework that makes it 
possible for thousands of developers around the world to create powerful add-ons and extensions. 
Here are just some examples of the hundreds of available extensions:

• Dynamic form builders 
• Business or organizational directories 
• Document management 
• image and multimedia galleries 
• E-commerce and shopping cart engines 
• Forums and chat software 
• Calendars 
• Blogging software 
• Directory services 
• Email newsletters 
• Data collection and reporting tools 
• Banner advertising systems 
• Subscription services 
• and many, many more… 

Simple look at some interesting extensions at Joomla! Extensions Directory. 

Once Joomla! is installed and running, it is simple for even non-technical users to add or edit 
content, update images, and to manage the critical data that makes your company or organization 
go. Anybody with basic word processing skills can easily learn to manage a Joomla! site.

Via a simple, browser-based interface you will be able to easily add new press releases or news 
items, manage staff pages, job listings, product images, and create an unlimited amount of sections 
or content pages on your site.

http://extensions.joomla.org/


Install steps
Installation is as much simple as possible. Just get Joomla! distribution package from download 
pages or from Warpstock DVD and unzip it and transfer to your web server by any ftp client. After 
this simple point your web browser to http://yourwebserver. This will will run an web based 
installation script. This script will ask few important settings and will populate MySql databases 
and creates configuration file.

So, the steps with some comments:

● Preinstall tests

First of all, some basic environment checks are done to test we meat required settings on web 
server. Please check if directory access rights are set right. After this click „Next“.

http://yourwebserver/


● GPL License agreement

Well, it is „something to be shown“ :-) Continue by „Next“

● Database configuration

This is the most important page to fill in! Please be careful and check if all items are 
correct, otherwise the install process will not prepare MySql database tables and will fall!



● Name of the site (e.g. Warpstock CZ 2006 Joomla! site)

This name will be added to front page as Title.

● Physical paths on server, email for administrator and password

Be careful to remember your administrator password. After installation an default user name 
„admin“ with password you choose will be created.



● Finishing installation

OK, good end at all ! We have successfully installed Joomla! at web server and check if it is 
running. You can go to front end or administration backend from here.

● First run

When connecting to site for the first time, some security notice is shown. So please do not 
forget to delete install folder from web server otherwise install script can be run manually to 
attack/corrupt your website configuration!



● First look after installation. The basic template with sample data.



Some basic administration steps
After successfull install, some basic administration steps are welcome to be done. e.g. localization, 
new WYSIWYG editor, locale settings, mass emailing, changing of template …

For all administration steps, the special backend part of Joomla! is used. Please force your web 
browser to http://yourwebserver/administrator and logon to backend as user „admin“ with password 
used during install process.

● Backend logon screen

After logon, easy menu driven systém to administer is shown. As next we will loot at some Global 
Configuration options and install czech localization files and some new WYSIWYG editor.

http://yourwebserver/administrator


Localization
To support non-english locale, the Joomla! Czech team builds Windows-1250, iso-8859-2 and 
UTF8 packages. You can found them on WS DVD or at www.joomla.cz . These files have to be 
uploaded to /language folder on web server. For each specific OS, the correct character code is 
suggested.

OS WWW character coding Joomla! file
Windows Win-1250 czech1250
Linux iso-8859-2, utf8 czechiso, czechutf8
OS2/eCS iso-8859-2 czechiso

So unzip Joomla-CZ-1.0.9-all_enc.zip file and copy correct Joomla! localization files to web server 
to /language folder using any FTP client software. After this change settings in „Global 
Configuration – tab „Locale“. Choose correct localization file and setup „Country locale“ string so 
reflect date/time display preferences as follows

Character coding Country locale format
ISO, Win1250 cs_CZ
UTF8 cs_CZ.utf-8
Win1250 on some servers czech

You can also setup default language for whole website by „Language Manager“. Select language 
and click „Publish“.

http://www.joomla.cz/


After this two steps, all internal strings are transfered to czech language as shown on following 
picture:

WYSIWYG editor for international content
Out-of-the-box, Joomla! can store any character coded content but in some cases, national 
characters are transformed into its entities. This can make problems with PDF or Export/Import. 
There is good free component/mambot for Joomla! which can solve this. It is called JCE. You can 
find this on DVD or on extensions.joomla.org website.

It have to be installed in two steps:

1. component part (configuration tool)

2. mambot part (editor itself)

Installation is done by „Installers / Components“ menu. This opens installation dialog. Simple 
browse directory on local workstation where the com_jce ZIP file is stored and click „Upload and 
install“ button



The JCE Administration component was successfully installed. Click „Continue“. Repeat the same 
with Mambot part of editor. Use „Installers / Mambots“ menu to install JCE editor itself. After this 
new item of JCE Admin appears in Components menu. It is used for changing settings of JCE 
editor.



At this point we should go to JCE Admin / JCE Configuration and turn off the entities 
transformation.

To turn off entities please choose „Entity Encoding“ and set it to „Raw“. Save new settings by 
„Save“ button.

Last step of localization is to set JCE editor as default systém editor. It is done in „Global 
Configuration“. Choose „SITE“ tab and choose „Default WYSIWYG Editor“ from pull-down 
menu.

JCE Plugins
The great things about JCE is the modular structure. This means JCE itself can be extend by various 
plugins. One of my favorite is Image Manager. This plugin makes the process of inserting images to 
content more easy so lets install this … You can find this on DVD or homepage. Simple go to 
„Components / JCE Admin / JCE Plugins“.



Then use „Install“ to upload new JCE internal plugin. The install dialog looks like previous one and 
you have to browse ZIP file with plugin and select „Upload and Install“.

Visual styling - templates
Joomla! uses template systém to present content data to web browser. This means user can easy 
change style of website without changing any database data. Template are sets of HTML, CSS, PHP 
and graphics. User can you any of HTML editors to build his own template or simply ask 
Mr.Google for „joomla templates“ :-)



Templates are installed by „Installers / Site Templates“ menu in backend. So get your new, nice 
template and browse its location on local workstation and click „Upload and install“.

After installation, the new template has to be assign in „Site / Template Manager / Site Templates.



Choose name of the new template and click „Default“ to publish this template as style of website.

When you visit homepage of your site now, its look should také new look and style.

After this we have all basic tools to create some … content !



How to create / edit the content
The point of each website is the content. The interesting informations are the magnet. There are two 
modes/ways how to create new content.

1. from front end (common for normal users)

2. from backend (fine for administrators, publishers)

New content from frontend
From front end, simple login with your user name (Admin) and from „User menu“ choose item 
„Create new item“. A dialog will display and will guide user through the process.  There is 
WYSIWYG JCE editor so if you can use any word processor, you can create new content. This 
could look as following … including text, images, URL links, smileys etc.

We have 3 part of content dialog:

1. Subject

2. Intro text

3. Body

4. Publish parameters

The subject item is clear to use, everyone are using email client ? :-)

The intro text is short description of content and is displayed using „blog“ list format.

Body of text is shown only when activating „Read more“ link 

Publish parameters can hold some meta tags, author names and direct to show/hide on front page of 
the website. Lets look at some pictures ...

● the subject and intro text



● the body text

Publish parameters

are used to set „publish on homepage“, enter date of valid from - to, meta tags etc.





New content from backend
To add/modify/delete content from backend (e.g. being an administrator) user have to login to 
backend interface and go to specific content category/section defined before entering new text.

This is the way where and how to delete or unpublish any content from website. Simple choose an 
item from list and use „Trash“, „Edit“, „Unpublish“, „Move“ or „Copy“ functions.



Well, it is Joomla! 

the fast guide for Warpstock CZ 2006

Hope, our OS2.cz portal will switch to some CMS so all of us can create new manuals, redbooks, 
how-to texts … 

So ! Let's Joomla!

List of resources and web links:

Czech Joomla! group – news, support portal www.joomla.cz
Official Joomla! website www.joomla.org
Extensions and plugins extensions.joomla.org

      Free templates www.joomladesigns.co.uk

www.ty2u.com

www.compassdesigns.net

http://www.compassdesigns.net/
http://www.ty2u.com/
http://www.joomladesigns.co.uk/
http://extensions.joomla.org/
http://www.joomla.org/
http://www.joomla.cz/
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